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Maſters are to. be Moderate in 
their Commands. 


Q. R E there not Duties, which God 
lays upon Maſters, in regard of 
their Servants 2 

A. Every State has particular Duties be- 
longing to ir, and none can be a Goad 
Chriſtian, who 1s nor carctul in.enqui- 
ring into and ſatisfying them. 

Q. What are the Duties in particular be- 
longing to Maſters and Miſtreſſes, in relation 
to their Servants ? | 

A 2 A, They 


_—— 


s Infirutions for Maſirt s, 
A. They are ſeveral : Firſt, in the Ex: 
ercite of their Authcrity 1n Command- 


——; 


ing: They are to command norhing that | 
!s Sinful : For Maſters, 1n their Families, | 


being the Vice-gerents of Gud, they ought : 


co Order nothing contrary to the Com- 
inands of God, by whoſe Autheoricy they 
at. Andait they give Orders contrary to 
this their Commitſton, they are nor only 
ro anſwer tcr their own Sin, but likewiſe 
tor the Sins of their Servants, complying 
with ſuch their undue Orders, 


Again, they ought not to hinder their 


Servants trom doing what God requires of 
chem. And iince God has given Command 


ro Servants,as well as to all other Chriſtians, | 
ro Worſhip him, to ſeck the Kingdom of | 


God, and to work out their Salvation, Ma- 
ſtersare nct to hinder their Servants from 
complying with theſe Duties, which Gcd 
exacts from them; neither direaly, by 
forbidding them, nor indirely, by op- 
preſſing them with ſo nuch Bufinels, as 
ro allow them no opporcunity for fatis(y- 
ing the Commands of God, For this 15 
ro incurr the gvilr of Pharaoh's Sin, who, 
when Gcd had commanded the Children 
of Iſrael ro go and offer Sacrifice to him 
in the Deſarr, doubled their Tasks, and by 
Kew Burthens confin'd them ar home. 
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Maſters are. 10 be Moderate in 
thetr Commands. 


Q. R E there not Duties, which God 
a1 lays upon Maſters; in regard of 
their Servants ? 

A. Every Stare has particular Duties be- 
longing to ir, and none can be a Good 
Chriſtian, who 1s not caretul in enqui- 
ring into and ſatisfying them. 
 Q. What are the Duties in particular be- 
I'nging:t6 Maſters and Miſtreſſes, im-vel ation 


A 2 | A. They 


as Inſiruftions for Maſiers, 


A. They are ſeveral : Firſt, in the Exr | 


ercite "of -rcheir Aurhonry 1n '"Command- 
ing: They-are-to-command-ncthing-thar 
1s Sinful; For Maſters, 1n their Families, 


being Vige-uſerenss.of .Ged, theypug ;hr 


ro. Ore invthang coltrarys woitheiCom- 
mands of God, by whoſe Authority they 
aft. Andit they. give Qrders contrary to 
this their Commiſſion, they are not onl 


to.anfwer.for gheir,own Sin hutbkawite | 
NS We CP Eat tomplying | 


with ſuch their-urndue Orders. 
Again, they oupht nor tohinder their 
Servants from doing what God requires of 


them. And ſince God has given Command | 
to Servants,gs wellas raa}}other Chriſtians, | 


ro Worſhiptim; ro ſeek the Kingdom of 
God, and. ro.xvcork gur their Salvation, Ma- 
Ners're nor-ro hindercheir Servants from 


complying ith theſe 'Duries, -which:God | 
exaQts from them; neither dire&ly, by ' 


' forbidding; them, nor” — \by op- 
- Preſſing them-with\ſo. nuch \Buſineſs, as 
ro allow them'no-epporruntiry isty- 
1ng the Commands of God. Far this is 
ro incurr-the gwlr of Pharavb's Sin, who, 
when G<i had commanded rhe Children 
of Iſrael ro;go and offer Sacrifice to him 


.nthe Defarr, doubled their Tacks, and by , 


-nelv Burchens. confind them ar home. 
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Traders, Laborers, &ce. x5 
Secondly, Where'God's Service is not 
icularly concern'd, there ought yer to 
Moderation in all Commands, ſo as not 
ro burthen Servants with more Work, 
than they are well able tro do. For tho 
it be a great Fault, to Yer Seryants live 
withour Buſineſs, fo to betray them to 
all che Miſchiets of Idleneſs; yer to be 
unconcern'd at the Hardſhips pur upon 
Servants, and not to value what they ſut- 
fer, is a grear Fault too, not only in the 
want of Compaſſion, bur of Charity? 
which being the love of aur Neighbor as 
of our ſelves, cannot allow of this Cruel- 
ty, of laying on Burchens, without any 
. Conſideration for. thoſe, who are to bear 
them. 

I cannot tell, but ir may Jook Great, 
ro Command without Compaſſion; and I ' 
know a Worldly and Covetous Spirir 
thinks nothing roo much for Servants, 
when it carries with it the proſpe& of 
Intereſt, Bur however it may look, it is 
certain there 1s no Greatneſs in it, bur 
that of Pharaoh; for there can be no Ge- 
neroſity, where there is ſo much Cruel- 
i) 3 there 15 none bur a laviſh Spirit is 

t to make Slaves. And as tor the Covye- 


- tous and Woridly Temper, 'tis ſo Mean 


and Baſe in it felt, that there needs no 
more to mark the Oppreſhon of Servants 
A 23 with 


% 


s Infiruftions for Maſters, 
with Infamy, than to ſee it the Fruit of 
thar Contemprible Spirit. | 
| The Rule therefore ought to be be- 
aa eween both Extremes, ſo asto keep Ser- 
| vants employ'd, for their own ſakes, as 
well as cheir Maſters, and yer ſtill with 
that Moderation, as to conſider what 1s 
neceſiary tor their Health and Reſt, and 
nnt to think, that becauſe their Misfor- 
runes make them ſerve, rhey therefore 
have no Senſe or Feeling, This Com- | 

ſion 1s cone Ingredient of the Good | 
Chriſtian ; and where-ever 'tis excluded, ' 
h either by Paffion, Imperiouſneſs, Cove- | 
[t rouſneſs, or Immoderate Niceneſs, there | 
| 1s the Refemblance of an Hl Compound, | 
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( They are to be Moderate in the| 
| way of Commanding and Re- | 
| wp. = 
| Prouing. | 
| S there 1s to be Moderation in Com- | ,, 
be mands, fo likewiſe in the way of | x 
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Secondly, Where God's. Seryice iis not 
particularly concern'd, there ought yet-to 
be Moderation iy all Commands, 1o as nor 
ro burthen Servyants.,wich -mbre' Work, 
than they are well able:to.do;- For tho' 
itbe a great Fault, ro let;Seryants live 
without Buſineſs, ſo to betray'them to 
all the Miſchiets of: Idleneſs;; yer to be 
unconcern'd at - the Hardſhips put -upon 
Servants, and nor $0: value what they ſut- 
ter, -is a'great Faulr: roo, not only. 1n the 
want of Compaſſion , bur of Chavity,. 
which being the love of our Neighbor as 
of our ſelves, cannor allow of chis Eruel- 
ty, of laying on Burthens, without any 
Conſideration for thoſe, who are to be 
them.. | : 

I cannot tell, but ir may Jook - Great, 
to Command wichour Compaſſion; and I 
know a Worldly and Covetous Spwir 
thinks nothing roo much for Servants, 
when it carries. with it rhe- proſpe&t of 
Intereſt, But however it may look, it 1s 
certain there. 5 no Greatneſs in it, batt 
that of Pharaoh; for there can be no Ge- 
neroſity,, where there 1s ſo much Cruel- 
3 there 15 none but a ſlawiſh Spirit is - 

t to make Slaves. And as for the Cove- 
tous: and. Worldly Temyer, 'tis fo Mean 
and Baſe in it ſelf, that there needs no 
mIre-to mark the Oppreſſion of Servants-- 
A 3 with 


6s Tnifirutrons for Maſters, | 
*withiIrifartiy, -rhanro ſee it the Fruir of | 
that Contempdble Spirit. | IQ | 

The Rule !therefore- oufhr -to ' be be- | 
.eweeh bothExeemes,'fo-asro keep 'Set- 
wants employ'd,fer-rtheir- own Aakes, 45 
well -as\therr- Maſters, and -yer ſtiH with / 
char Moderation, as'to - conſider what is * 
neceſiary for their! Health and Reſt, ani 
not'ro 'think, -that becauſe their Misfor- | 
runes {make 'rhem' ſetve, 'rhey therefore 
have ino Senfe or/!Feeling. © This' Gom- 
paſſion 1s one 'Ingretient of the Good 
<Chriſtian ; and where-ever *ris excluded, | 
eittier by Paſſion, Imperiouſneſs, Cove- | 
rouſneſs, -or Immoderate'Nirenels, there | 
3sthe Reſemblance of an Hl Compound, | 
which has Gall thrown in inſtead of | 
-Honecy. 
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They are 10 be Moderate in 'the\ 
ay of Commanding and Re 
PEOUVINS. 


A $S rhere is to be Moderation in Cont-| 
6 A-mainds, fo hkewife in the way of 
Conumanding; for tho' Servants \are ſub-, 
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jeR, -yer they are nor to''be-treared as 


Dogs.” 'If ſome 'are'of. thar ſlavifh Tem- 
per, thar- rhey will *'&o nothing,” except 
they be ill treared, then it 1s they them- 
felves, that make the-ſpur neceflary : :Bur 
this'muiſt \nor be taken wp as a Plea to 
juſtifie Paſſton or Pride m other Cafes. 
For certainly, rrhere *are- many Servants, 
whoſe Fidelity and Willing Temper 
need nor Paffion ropuſh it on : And here 
4ll PeeviſhandsImperious Commands, ei- 
ther in Words or Tone of. the. Voice, 1s 
an Argument of their Weaknets, whoare 
in Power. 

Alike Moderation ts tobe us'd in find- 
ing Fault, and Reproving; becauſe Re- 


- proof ought ro be ever Juft and Reafon- 


able, and it canner beſo, but by beari 
proportion with the Fault ; now cthefe 
being'very different ; as fome © bemg the 
Effe& of Careleſneſs, ſome of Sloth, fome 
of Miſtake, fome of Overſight, enquiry 
oughr to be firſt made, before Reproot 
be gwen, for otherwiſe it-may do more 
harm than good, by creating an. ill Opi- 
nion of cherr Injuſtice, who pgrve it. 
Firſt rhen, Ir cannot be allow'd, to find 
faulr with every thing a Servant does; 
for, beſides ic being rhe certatn way to 
keep Servants tn an ill Humor, there is 
noting can more diſcourage them fron 


being 


8 Inftructions for Maſters, 
being Induftrious, than when, norwirh- 
ſtanding the beft of their Care, they 
are ſure to: be , blam'd. - Tas Nice, Ex- 
ceptious 'Temper, . that is never, to be 
pleas'd, may eaiily ſpoil, bur will never 


make a Gocd Servanr. Bur it puniſhes 1s | 


ſelf in its own -uneafineſs, by many 
Changes bringing. ſomerimes ſuch Ser- 


vants into the Houſe , whoſe Crimes | 


ſhew them the unreaſonableneſs - of their 
Imparience,. in not bearing with ordinary 
Failings. 


Secondly, They, ought nor with Paſſi- | 
on declaim againſt ſuch Faults, whichare 


no more than Overfights, or the Efﬀedt of 
ſome Accident ; becauſe it is not Juſt; 


and with thoſe of a Good Temper, it is 


very unreaſonable, fince the -very Acct- 
dent it ſelf 1s Grief enough, without the 


addition of a Maſter's Paffionate Reſent- 


ments, which only ſerve to change the 
Grief into Confuſion, and mfſtead of ma- 
king a Servant: more careful, puts him 


beyond: himſelf, and makes him not 


know what he does. 

But, Thirdly , If Servants are faulty 
thro' Neglet or Carelefnefs, I except not 
againſt Reproof, bur approve it as necef- 


fary ; and think thoſe Maſters are very 


much to be condemn'd, who paſſing by 
fuch Faults in ſilence, give their Servants 


Encou- 
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je&, yet they are not to be treated as- 
Dogs. If ſome are of that ſlaviſh Tem- 
per, that they will do nothing, excepr 
they be ill treated, then 1t 15 they them- 
ſelves, that make the ſpur neceflary : Bur 
this muſt not be raken up as a Plea to 
juſtifie Paſſion or Pride in other Cafes. 
For certainly, there are many Servants, 
whoſe Fidelity and Willing Temper 
need not Paſſion to puſh it on : And here 
all Peeviſh and Imperious Commands, ei- 
ther in Words or Tone of the Voice, is 
an Argument of their Weakneſs, who are 
in Power. . 

Alike Moderation 1s to be us'd in find- 
ing Fault, and Reproving; becauſe Re- 
proof ought to be ever Juſt and Reaſon- 
able, and ir canncr be ſo, but by bearin 

roportion wich the Fault ; now theſe 
ing very different ; as ſome being the 
Effe& of Careleſneſs, ſome of Sloth, ſome 
of Miſtake, ſome of Overſight, enqui 
ouzhr to be firſt made, before Reproof 
be given, tor otherwiſe it may do more 
harm chan good, by creating an ill Opi- 
nion of cheir Injuſtice, who give it, 

Firſt then, It cannot be allow'd, to find 
faulc wich every thing a Servant does; 
for, beſides ir being the certain way to 
keep Servants in an ill Humor, there is 
nothung can more diſcourage them from 


being 


B Inftructions for Maſters, 

being Induftrious, than when, norwith- 
ftanding the beſt 'of their Care, they 
are furero be 'blam'd. This Nice, Ex- 
ceprious Temper, that is never to be 
Pteas'd, may eafily ipoil, bur will nevet 
make 4 Good Servant. Bur it puniſhes it 
felf in its own uneafineſs, by many 
Changes bringing ſometimes ſuch Ser- 


vants into the Houſe, whoſe Crimes 


thew them the unreafonableneſs of their 
Tmpartence, 1n not bearing with ordinary 
Failings. 

Secondly, They ought not with Pafſt- 


on declaim againſt ſuch Faults, whichare | 
no more than Overſ1ghtes, or the Effet of | 
fome Accident ; becauſe it is not Juſt , | 


and with thoſe of a Good Temper, it is 
very unreaſonable, fince the very Acci- 
dent it ſelf 1s Grief enough, without the 
addition ot a Maſter's Paſſicnare Reſent- 
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ments, which only ſerve to change the ' 


Grief into Confuſion, and inſtead of ma- 
king a Servant more careful, purs him 
deyoud himſelf, and makes him not 
know what he does. 
But, Thirdly , If Servants are faulty 
thro” Nezle@ or Careleſneſs, I except not 
againſt Reproof, bur approve it as neceſ- 
fary ; and think thoſe Maſters are very 
much ro be condema'd, who paſſing by 
Juch Faults in filence, give their. Servants 
Encou- 
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Encouragement to become good for no- 
thing, Inthis Cafe rao much Eaſineſs is 
Weakneſs, and Connivance is not Charity, 
burxhe Silence of an Enemy. _ 

But then the 'Reproof ought ro be ſui- 
red «to the Perſon and -rhe Fave ; Some 
are to be treated with ſharpneſs, ſuch 
whoſe Dull or Heedleſs Temper has no 
Life, -burfrom-che Spur-:.-And orhers wil 
he-prejudiced by ' rhys . Severity. Jn all 
.Caſcs;Reproct 1s to be: reaſonable, ang 
therefoxe as free from Paſſion, as may be, 
-becauſe this ſeeing -norhing Tight, : s nat 
-qualified either. for heing :Judge, or do- 
ng: Juſtice. For which reaſon S. :Paw 
.cqutions. Maſters againſt it, adviſing them 
-tO forbear threatning, and purrting . them 
111-mind, that they alſo have a Maſter 10 
Heaven, with -whom there is no reſpe& 
.of Perſons, Epheſ. -6. 9g, Where he dit- 
;Fvades nor Maſters from giving juſt Re- 
-proot, but: puts; them in-mind of conſt- 
:dering, how they-do it ; 'becauſe they 
IkewHe-are'Servants of a-Maſter in Hea- 
ven, who-will 'call- them-co an Accomp, 
for whatever they. do againſt their Ser- 
vants ynreaſonably, and inPaſſion. 
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SECT. 1I. 


They are to be Careful of their 


Servants in Health and Sick- 
neſs. 


note: Commanding and Reproving, 
Maſters have ſtill another Duty-t 
-their Servants, 1n the Care of them,  ſee- 
ing that nothing be wanting neceſlary 
for Life and Health : For fince Servants 
ſpend their Lives, and ofcen hazard their 
Healch in their Maſter's Service, both 
ouzhr to have part in the Maſter's Care, 
And therefore, as thoſe are much to be 


commended for their Tenderneſs: and ' 


Chariry, who are nor only S-licitous for 
their Children, bur hkewite for their Ser- 
vants, in ſeeing they are provided with 
all rhar is fitting, boeh as to Dier and 
Lodzing, and ſpartng'them in all, that 
may -prejudice- their Health'; and then 
expreſſing a more parricular- Concern, 
when Indiſpoſition or” Sicknefs demand: 
it : So thoſe Maſters are as much to be 
Cenſur'd, who being immoderarely Nice 
in whatever belongs to themſelves, make 
cheir Servants no part of their Care ; but 
-oppreſling them wich unreaſonable = 

or, 


1 
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Encouragement t9 become good for no- 
thing, In this Caſe too much Eaſineſs is 
Weakneſs, and Connivance is not Charity, 
bur the Silence of an Enemy. 

But chen the Reprocf ought to be ſui- 
ted ro the Perſon and the Fault : Some 
are to be treated wich ſharpneſs, ſuch 
whoſe Dull or Heeilefs Temper has no 
Life, bur from che Spur : And others will 
be prejudiced by this Severity. In all 
Caſes Reproof 1s to be reaſonable, and 
therefore as free from Paſſion, as may be, 
becauſe this ſeeing nothing right, 1s not 
qualified either for being Judge, cr do- 
inz Juſtice. For which reaſon S. Paul 
cautions Maſters againſt it, advifing them 
to forbear threatning, and purring them 
in mind, that they alfo have a Maſter in 
Heaven, with whom there is no reſpe& 
of Perſons, Epheſ. 6, 9, Where he dit- 
ſwades not Maſters from giving juſt Re- 
proof, bur puts them in mind of conſ- 
dering, how they do it; becauſe they 
hkewiſe are Servants of a Maſter in Hea- 
ven, who will call chem ro an Accompr, 
tor whatever they do againſt their Ser- 
vants unreaſonably, and in Paſſion. 


SECT. 


io Inſiructions for Maſiers, 


SEG TIT. IL 


They are to be Careful of their 
Servants in Health and Sick- 


neſs. 


eee Commanding and Reproving, 
I Maſters have ſtil] another Duty & 
their Servants, in the Care of them, fſee- 
10g that nothing be wanting neceſlary 
Far Life and Health : For fince Servans 


Fpend their Lives, .and often hazard ther : 
Health in their Maſter's Service, both | 
ought to have part in che Maſter's Care, | 
And therefore, as thoſe are much to he! ; 
commended for their Tenderneſs and | 


Chariry, who are-not only Sclicirous far 


their Children, bur likewiſe for heir Ser- 
vants, 'in ſeeing they are -provided with * 


All that is fittins, both as ro Dier and 
Lodging, and . ſparing them 1a all, that 
may prejudice their. Health, and rhen 
expreſſing-a more particular Concer, 
when Indiſpoſition or Sickneſs demands 
it : S9 thoſe Maſters are as much to he 


Cenſur'd, who being immoderately Nre / 
in whatever belongs tn themſelves, make 
their Servants no part of their Care ; but. 


opprefſing them wich unreaſonable A} 
| ol, : 
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bor, let them want Neceflaries, and ex- 
poſing their Health upon every Humor,- 


. either let them lye Comfortleſs, when 


they-are Sick, or turn them our of Doors ;' 
which is to trear them with much leſs 
Care, than their Horſes or Dogs, 

This is very unlike the Spirir of- the 
Centurion, mention'd in the Gaſpel, who 
when his Servant was Sick, ſent ſome 
Principal Men of the 7ews to peritior 
Chriſt in his behalf; and this Solicitude 
of a Heathen is a Reproach to ſyeh Chri- 
ftians, who think ' it beneath them, to 


; lave a Concern for their Servants, and 
 ſhewtherr Greatneſs in being Uncharira- 


ble, even where Charity is ſo much due, 
asro be within one degree of Juſtice, if 
it be nor wholly ſo. 
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SECT. WW. 


They are to ſee, that their Ser* 
vants do thetr Duty to God. 


| f Yer Care of Maſters oughrts be far- 


ther extended, even to the Care of 


, . their Servants Souls; ſo far at leaſt; as: ro 


: fee, they perform their Dury ro God, -in 


doing 


12 Inſtruifions for Maſters, 


doing Good, and avoiding Evil, as far as 
falls within Family-Diſciplin. 

Firſt then, They are to examin, whe. 
rher they ſay their Prayers, and are pre- 
ſent at the Public Worthip of God. The 
Ignorance or Careleſs Temper of too ma- 
ny Servants, 1s proof enough of the Ne- 
ceſſity of this Inſpeftion and Concern in 
Maſters, and the Omiſfion of this Enqui- 
ry, is enough ro draw upon them the 
suilr of their Servants Negledts. 

Secondly, They are to ſee, they have 


rime to perform theſe Duties; and there. 


fore are to take Care, they be not ſo op- 
preſs'd with Buſineſs, as to have no op 
portunity or leiſure for the Service of 
God, Exceſs of Buſineſs may be ſome-/ 
rimesa real hindrance, and if it be gene- 
rally ſo, there is a neceſſiry of confider-| 
ing, how it may be moder.ited, Neceſ- 
fary Works cannot be omitted ; bur how, 
many things are there in a Family, which 
are the Commands ny of Pride, Ex-/ 
ceſs, Humor or Niceneſs? And is it not 
more reaſonable in a Chriſtian, that ſome 
of theſe at leaſt ſhould be retrench'd, 
than thay, Servants, for giving attendance 
ro them, ſhould be oblig'd to live as Hes: 
thens? If the thing be confider'd, Faith 
can have there no Influence, where the 
Decifion is not in favor of Servants, for: 
allowing. 
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bor, let them want Neceflaries, and ex- 
poſing their Health upon every Humor, 
either ler them lye Comfortleſs, when 
they are Sick, or turn them our of Doors; 
which 1s to treat them with much leſs 
Care, chan their Horſes or Dogs. 

. This is very unlike the Spirir of the 
Centurion, mention'd in the Goſpel, who 
when his Servant was Sick, 'tent ſome 
Principal Men of the 7ews to petition 
Chriſt in his behalf; and this Solicitude 
of a Heathen 1s a Reproach to ſuch Chri- 
ſtians, who think 1t beneath them, ro 
have a Concern for their Servants, and 
ſhew their Greatneſs in being Uncharita- 
ble, even where Charity 1s ſo much due, 
asto be within one degree of Juſtice, if 
it be not wholly ſo. 


pn EEE 


SECT. IV. 


They are to ſee, that their Ser* 
vants do their Duty to God. 


7% Care of Maſters ought to be far- 
| ther extended, even to the Care of 
their Servants Souls; ſo far ar leaſt, as to. 
ke, they perform their Duty to God, in 

doing 
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doing Good, and avoiding Evil, asfaras | 
falls within Family-Diſciphn. R 
Firſt - then, They are'to examin, whe- | t 
cher they ſay their Prayers, and'are pre-| x 
fenr at the Public Worthipof God! ' The ! £ 
Ignorance or Careleſs Temper of t60 my- * 
ny Servants, is proof- enough -of the'Ne- / þ 
cefſiry of this Inſpetion and Concerntin þ tf 
Maſters, and the Omiffion of this Enqui: | fc 
ry, is enough to draw-upon' them the * in 
ile of their Seryants Negledts.  -! Je 
Secondly, They . are-to fe; tliey hive | th 
time to perform thete Duties; and there; M 
fore are to take Care, -they be nor ſ6-op- | va 
preſs d with Buſineſs, as to have no-op! | S!, 
portunity. or leiſure for the 'Service-of | to 
Got. Excefs of Bufineſs may be ſome! on 
times a real. hindrance, 'and if 1t-be-genes | wa 
rally ſo, there 15 a neceſſity of confider-} to. 
iffp, howir- may be moderated; -Nercef- | 
fary Works.cannor, be omitted; but how | ma 
many things are there in a Family, which } anc 
are the Commands only of Pride, Ex- | to: 
c>fs,” Humor or' Nitenefs? And: is ir nd; 11 
more reaſanable inia Chriſtian, that fome Pa 
of theſe at leaſt —_— be retrench'd, 
than that Servants, for_giving atrendance | 
ro them, ſhould' be oblic's 5; live as fl I the) 
thens? If the thing be confider'd, Fath | Chr 
can have there no. Influence, where the 
Deciſion is not in fayor' of Servants, fot | oug 
- allowing} 
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- ought to be, on their own parts, ro 
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allowing them ſo much time at leaſt, 
that they may not be forced to renounce: 
the Praftice of Chriſtianity, in Com- 
plhance with the Weakneſs or Vice of 
thoſe whom they ſerve. 

This enquiry again ought tobe made, 
becauſe many make Excelhive Buſineſs 
their Excuſe for not Praying, and per- 
forming other Spiritual Duties, when 
in reality 'tis nothing better than Neg- 
le&; and Sloth is at the Root of all 
their Omiſſions. For which Reaſon, 
Maſters ought to Examin their Ser- 
vants, that ſo they may confound the 
Slothful with their Negle&, and help 
to Contrive for thoſe of hetter Inclina+ 
ons, who havea Good Will, but for 
want of Management cannot find Tune 
to Pray. . | 

Thirdly, This enquiry ought to be 
made with a ſtriQter Eye, as tO Sundays 
and Holy-days, to fee, if they take care 
to'SanQifie them, according to their 
Inſtitution. The great Libezty in Pro» 
phaning theſe Days, or at leaſt, in pa 
ſing them over, without any Concern 
for anſwering the purpoſes, for which 
they were ordain'd, ought to preſs 
Chriſtian Maſters to call theic Servants 
to an' Account. And a Principal care 


er, 
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\ ſee, that by unneceſſary - Buſineſs they 
be not hinder'd in the Duties of thoſe 
Days : Nay more, they ought to Con» 
trive things ſo, and exa& ſo little Ser» 
vice from them, that having their time 
at Command, the Maſters may be in 
no danser, of their Servants NegleQs 
being charg'd upon them. 

Hence it cannot but be adviſable, on 
theſe Days, todiſpence with that Nice 
neſs which on other Days may be ex» 
acted, in Cleaning of Rooms. Din- 
ner may be ſo order'd, as to excuſe a 


great part of their -uſual Drudgery in 


preparing it, and of the Attendance in 


waiting unſeaſonably._ at Table. Viſits | 


may be excluded till a fitting time, and 
going abroad, with Retinue, put off, 
till the Duty of the Day be over, By 
this and other like Management, thole 
who have the Care of Families may 
ſhew the beſt kind of Compaſſion to 


their Servants, in giving them great} 


Opportunities for Saving their Souls, | 
and taking all Excuſes out of their| 


Hands. : 
. But ſince no part of the Duty of theſe| 
Days can be well perform'd: without! 
due Inſtruftion in the Chriſtian Do} 
Qrin, hence are Maſters to ſee, that thyr 
Servants have all neceſſary Convenience; 


or! 
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for being Taught what they are ob- 
lig'd to know. Many are ſounhappy, 
either in their Education, or the Dul- 
neſs of their Temper,thar *cis-not a little 
help, will ſerve for their Inſtru&ion ; 
this Circumſtance is therefore to be well 
conlider'd, and Provifion.muſt be made. . 
for every one according to their Wants: 
If ſome Service be excus'd for Accom- 
pliſhing this ſo neceſſary Wark, the 
Maſters will be no loſers in the End 
ſince, beſides the Reward they will have 
from God for this Charity, they may 


+ Hope to be better ſerv'd ; there being 


nothing that can better fit Servants for 
being every way Faithful to their Ma» 
ſters, than the due Knowledge of their 
Daties to God. The want of this Know« 
ledge being a general Occaſion of their 
failing in many Obligations, which be- 
long to their State, and running into 
Diſorders, 
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SECT. VF. 


{ 

i 

Theyare to reprove whatever they | 
obſerve in them diſpleaſing to 
God. 


'F: H I $ Cate egain of Maſters ought | 


to have another Branch, and that ' 


| 


'15, in Reproving whatever they obferve 
in their Servants diſpleaſing to God. 
Hence they are not to Tolerate in them 
any ill Cuſtom, as of Swearing, Lying, 
Drinking, &c. but upon the Know- 
ledge of any ſuch Ditforder, to Jabor 
for its Reformation ; and if upon ſuffi 


cient Trial, there be no Amendment, 


to remove thoſe that give the Scandal; 


that ſo, Vice may have its due Dif 


couragement, and their Corruption! 
may not be Communicated to thoſe of; 


the Family, who are as yet Innocent. | 


ThoſeHeads of Families,who are pre- 
ſently exaſperated upon the Ordinary 
Negle&s ot Servants in the Buſineſs of 


, 


b 


their Place, and yet know them to! 
live in the daily Tranſgreſſion of God's} 
Commands, without any Concern for; 


Corie&ing their Diſorders, give De 


monſtration of their own unhappyState, 


v 
{ 
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| in being ſo Solicitous for the things of 


this World, and having ſo little Zeal 
for the next. And tho' this may not 
rouch them at preſent, yet the effeC: of 
this Indifferency will fall Heavy at laſt, 
when they ſhall be call'd to an Ac- 
count for all the Sins of their Servaats, 
which have been encourag'd by their 
Silence, and grown up under the favor 
of their Connivance. 

Thoſe then, who will eſcape the 
weight of this Charge, muſt with a 
watchful Eye inſpe&@ all the Ways of 
their Servants, as to the Method of 
their Converſation at home, and all 
the Circumſtances of their going abroad, 
both as to the Places and Company they 
frequent, and the Hours of their go- 
ing out and returning home. With- 
out this care, how ſhall Maſters be able 
to give an Account of their Servants ? 
And what will the Diſciplina of a Fa- 
mily be, when Youthare left to the 
Liberty of their own Inclinations, with- 
out the Apprehenſion ofany to queſti- 
on or controul them ? 

hence I cannot but think thoſe 
Maſters much to Blame, whole Ser- 
vants . being early diſcharg'd every 
Evening from their Buſineſs and At- 
tendance, have ſome Hours left to 
B 3 their 
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their own Diſcretion, without being 
calid to any Account of their Manage- 
ment. For thoſe, who Refle& on the 
Corruption of our Age, and the little 
Confidence, that can be had in unex- 
perienc'd Years, muſt fee, that this is 


; 


, 


nothing leſs, than putting into the . 


Hands of Youth daily Opportunities of 


ruining themſelves: And ſuch Nyu-' 
merous Inſtances there are of this Li: 


berty abus'd, to the Irrecoverable loſs of 
Youth, that *tis a ſubje& deſerve 
Tears; eſpecially when we conſider the 
ſad Diſappointment of -Parents, who 


aiter a Pious Education, having placed | 
out their Chi!dren, and being ſatisfied j 
11 the Proviſion they have made for! 
titir Livelihood, find them afterwards: 
loft to all that is Good, by the NegleQ, 


of their Maſters, and the unreaſonable 
Li»erties they havegiven them. 


The Conſequence of this Sin, both: 


inthe Afliction of Parents, and in the 
Ruin of Youth, brings ſo heavy a 


(C hirge aſter ir, that-I cannot ſee, how 


Maſters will be able to anſwer it; 
{:nce 'tis ſeldom in their Power to make 
any Repararion for the Miſchiefs they 
do by ſuch NegleQs ; which have till 
2 greater Aggravation of guilt, if ob 


terving the Diſorders of their Clerks ot 


Ap 
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Apprentices, they purpoſely let them 
go on, that ſo, when out of their 
Time, there may be no probability of 
their taking feats or Cuſtomers out 
of their Hands: for this has ſuch a 
Complication of Injuſtice 1a it, that 
it would be a Reproach even in a Hea- 
then, and therefore not to be recon- 
cil'd with rhe Principles of the Chri- 
ſiian Profeſſion Al! Heads of Families 
then , who have Thoughts of provt- 
ding for another World,muſft be watch- 
ful, that all thoſe under their Care, be 
a daily part of their Care, in adviling 
and reproving, and cutting off, as 
much as may be, all the Opportuniries, 
by which the Indiſcretion of Youth is 
induſtrious in drawing Miſchief on it 
ſe]f: For withour this Care, they can- 
not ſatisfie the Obligations they have 
undertaken, either to God or Man. 
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SECT. VL 


ther Wages. 


(: 


N E Principal part of this Care | 


beſt Advice cannot be expe2Qed to be 


therefore, thoſe, who are the Heads, 
ought ro be moſt Regular, as in Pray- 


ſince nothing can go on well in any 
Family,where Dilcipln 1s not obſerv'd, ® 
this muſt be a daily part of the Ma- 

ſter's Concern, to fee, that good Order | 
be kept, and not only, that it be kept ' 
by others, but that he be PunGua!, as | 
far as Buſineſs will permit, in leading 
the way. For it he, by any Habitual 
Diſorder, gives 11] Example, it mutt 
needs make his Advice Ridiculous, and | 
it cannot but be fear'd, but where 

theres ſo much Ignorance and Weak- | 
nefs, it will ſoon have Followers, not- 
withſtanding all the Care, that can -- 
us | 
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1hey caught to grve them good Ex- | 
amfte. and be Fuſl in paying ' 


muſt be in giving Good Example | 
to their Servants ; for without this the | 


very ſucceſsful : As roall Family-duties } 


er and kceping good Hours, ec. For | | 
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us'd by others, for Authority 1s more 
prevalent in-Evil, than in Good; and 
therefore to think, that a Family ſhould 
be Regular, and che Maſter only Diſor- 
derly,ts a Thought without Experience, 
and can give no more than groundleſs 
Hopes. 

I conclude now theſe Duties of Ma- 
ſters with that of being Juſt to their 
Servants, in the due Payment of their 
Wages, and of complying with what- 
ever other Conditions were agreed up- 
on at their Enterance ; for tho* they 
were made only with Servants, yet 
Juſtice ought to be as ſtrictly obſerv'd 


with them, as with others, who bave 


both Power and Money to make good 
their Right. God requires this at the 
Hands of Maſters, and 'tis with the 
Addition offuch Threats to ſuch as fail 
in it, that if from them the guilt be 
Meaſur'd, the Conſequence of no other 
Sin can more juſtly be Apprehended, 
than of this Oppreſſon, which Cries to 
Heayen for Vengeance. 

Theſe Rules may ſerve for Maſters, 
as far as concerns their Servants ; but 
there being ſtill many.other Difficulties, 
which theſe do nor reach to, belonging 
to their State, if they are engag'd in 
any kind of Traffic 'or Trade, there- 

Bos fore 
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fore I muſt carry on theſe Inſtrudtions 
farther, ſo as to give ſome Light in 


ruption has cover'd with ſuch great | 
Darkneſs, that the Path of Truth and | 
Juſtice is ſcarce to be diſcern'd by thoſe 
few, who are willing to walk 1n 1t. 


—_—_— 
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Inſtructions for Traders. | 


SCI; 4 


The Danger of thetr Profeſſion, 
and General Rule for avoid! 
1Ng its 


Rading is in it ſelf lawfu), bu: 
the eagerneſs of Gain and Co 
vetouſneſs has mixt it with 

many Injuſtices, that what of it ſelf, 
irreprovable, 1s very dangerous in Pre” 
Etice. This Profeſhon was ſo genera: 
ly Corrupt in S. Chryſoſtora's time, tha) 
he ſets down this as a Conclution; 
That a Man of Traffic cannot pleaſe Gu, 
end tn refore no Chriſtian ought to be i, 
' roy 


this way alſo, which a Univerſal Cor- + 
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thi Prifeſſon : T wiſh it were mended 


ſince his time, ſo as not to deſerve this 


Cenſure; but fince the Improvement 
of our preſent Age, above that of his 
time, is in nothing more evident, than 
in the Art of uſing Frauds, and in the 
Ingenious Contrivances for Cozening 
one another, I fear there is no reaſon to 
expe rhe Cenſure ro be moderated. 
But the Evil of Trading being not in 
the Profeſſion, but in the Abules of it, 
I come to thoſe Rules, which may ſerve 
for ſome help in avoiding them. 

For a General Rule, I ſet down this 
Principle ; That no Chriſtian ought to 
do an Injuſtice to his Neighbor. This 
is more particularly applied by S. Paul 
to Buyers and Sellers, 1 Theſ. 4. where, 
after this Preamble, Ver. 2, Tu know, 
what Commandments we gave you py the 
Lord Jeſus : He inflances ſeveral of theſe 
Commandments, and then adds this 
belonging to our preſent purpoſe, Ver. 
6. That no Man go beyond and defraud (or, 
as in the Margin, over-rcach ) his Bro- 
ther in any Matter ; becauſe that the Lord is 
the Avenger of all ſuch, as we alſo have 
forewarn'd you, and teſtified, It is one 
Commandment then of Jeſus Chriſt, 
deliver'd and publiſh'd by S. Paul ro 
all the Profeflors of the. Goſpel ; That 


wo 
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210 .Man defraud or over-reach another in any 


Buſineſs. And I wiſh it were writ in 
great Charaters in every Shop and 


Place of Trade, that it might be a Rule | 


to all that are concern'd, that, what- 
ever their deſire of Gain be, they may 
be diſcourag'd from ſeeking it, by over- 
reaching or defrauding their Neighbor, 
of which God has declar'd, that he will 
be the Avenger. 


| 

This then is the Rule, Plain . and | 
Poſitive ; by it are to be examin'd | 
the General Methods of Traders, whe- | 


ther in Buying and Selling ; and in 
whatever Caſe there is any thing of De- 
ftauding or Over-reaching, it muſt, of 


Courſe be condemn'd, as contrary to | 
the Commands of Chriſt , as what | 
the Goſpel will not allow, and God will | 


revenge. 
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Frand's and Injuſtice 11 the Goods 


they Sell. 


N regard of the thing that 1s Sold, 
I there may be Fraud and Over-reach- 
ing many ways ; a5, Furſt, If that which 
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is Damag'd or ImperfeR, be Sold for 
Good in its kind, for Sound and PerfeR. 
For thus the Buyer is over-reach'd, 
in having that put into his Hands for 
Good, which is not Good ; and if he 

ays the Price of Good, he is defrauded, 
| m6 he pays for what he has not. 

I do not here except againſt the Arts 
of ſetting off Goods, where the deſign 
is no more, than to encourage Cu- 
ſtomers to give a Juſt and Lawful Price 
for them, according to their true Value. 


Bur if theſe Arts are made. uſe of to de- 


cceive Cuſtomers, in making thoſe 
Goods paſs for Good, which are not 
ſo, and for bringing in a Price . above 
their real Value ; then all ſuch Arts, 
asfar as they ſerve for this End, .muſt 
be condemn'd as Unlawfu]), ſince their 
whole deſign 1sto over-reach and de- 
os the Buyer, which 1s exprefly for- 

IG. 

Secondly, There may be .Fraud and 
Over-reaching, as.to the thing Sold, 
if the Euyer declaring the End and Uſe 
of the Goods he asks for, the Seller 
puts ſuch Goods into his. Hands, which 
are altogether unfit for that uſe, for 
which they are bought. 

Thirdly, If a Perſon Sells, that, 
Which. is not his own : For _ ” 

$ 
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| all Books of Irreligion ?and Prophane- 
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fides the Injuſtice done the right Own- 
er, he that Buys it 1s wrong'd, by pay- 
Inga Price for that, which, when pay'd 
for,is not his own, but muſt be reſto 
and may be ſeiz'd by the Owner, if 
ever it comes to his Knowledge. 
Fourthly, If a Perſon Sells that, 
which may be Prejudicial to the Buyer 


y 


aS in Apothecaries making up their 


Bills with Drugs, that are either pe- 
riſh'd, or, at leaſt, do not anſwer the 
Intention of the Phyſician : For thus 
the Phyſician is impos'd on, and the 
Patient wrong'd both in Money, Health 
and Life. 

Fifthly, Tfa Perſon Sells that, which 
cannot be So'ld ; as in taking Money | 


for that which is Spiritral, or annex'd 
tqoPiritual, for this is Simony- | 

ixthly, If a Perſon Sellsthat,which | 
ought not to be Sold, as being 1n it ! 
elt Sinful, or immediately tending to | 
Sin; ſuch are all forts .of Immodeſt 
Pictures, Books, Songs, &c. as likewiſe 


neſs,and of ſuch Errors, as are evidently 
contrary to the Truth of the Goſpel, 
For tho” there be no wrong done to the | 
Puyer, as to the Price of ſuch Goods, 
yet there is an Injuſtice, in thus help- 


10g to betray the Cauſe of God, and 
direQly 


[ 


Ps, FA aw is pa,  EA.LXM ©. 


ha. —_— a——_—_ Aw AC AW 


—  - —_—_—_—— — 


direly Contributing to the Propaga- 
tion of Sin, Thar Chriſtians ſhould 
do this for Gain,is an Aion ſo unwors- 
thy of what they profeſs, that I cannot 
ſee, but that keeping on ſuch a Trade, 
is joining with 7udas, in betraying 
Chriſt, in Selling the Goſpel and their 
Souls ; and what will be the Fruit of 
fuch Gain, but the loſs of all ? 
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Here may be Fraud and Injuſtice 
inthe Price of what is Sold, by 
exaQting an unreaſonable Rate. There 
isa Gain allow'd to all that Trade, 
but this Gain has its bounds ; and tho? 
theſe cannot be ſo fixt in Particular, as 
to condemn all Exceſs of Opprefſjon ; 
yet there is no one, who Trades, bur 
from that Common Light of Reaſon 
and ſuſtice, which God gives to every 
Soul, may eaſily diſcover, when he 
ats againſt that, which is Reaſonable 
and Juſt. They all know the true 
Vilue of their Goods ; they know the 
Cucum-s 
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Circumſtances, which raiſe or leſſen 
their Value 3 they know the Rates, at 
which they are generally Sold, and 
their own Conſcience bears Teſtimony 
againſt them, when making an Ad- 
.vantage of the Buyer, they rake of him 
a'Priceexceeding both the Value and 
Common Rates of ſuch Goods. 

Such is the Injuſtice, when a Perſon 
coming to Buy , who neither knows 
the Price of the Goods, nor when they 
are Good in their kind, has either 
Faulty Goods put upon him, or ſuch a 
Price exated from him, as far exceeds 
their Value. For this 1s evidently 
over-reaching him, by taking an Ad» 
vantage of his Ignorance. 


« This 1s the Buyer's fault, in under. 


taking what he does not unacyſtand. Caveat 
Emptor ; "7s the Buyer's part, to take 
Care he be not impos'd on. 

A. 'Tis an overſight indeed for 2 
Man, when he is amongſt Pick-pockets, 
not to take Care of fs Purſe : And 


would you have every Man, that goes 
*3nto a Shop, think this to be his Caſe ? 
If he ought to think ſo, then the Fault 
of an Ignorant Chapman, is in believ- 
ing Shopkeepers to be Honeſter than 
they are. And ſo 1n reality it is, if the 
Rand ready un their Shops to oyer-rea 


all 
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all they can, and then only do it nor, 
when a Cuſtomer's Skill and Caution 
will not give them Opportunity for it. 

Truly if this be all the Honeſty of 
Shopkeepers, *tis like that of Robbers, 
who quietly paſs by thoſe, who ſeem 
toowell arm'd againſt them : Bur how 
far is this from the Juſtice requir'd of 
them by S. Paul, wha exprelly gives 
them Command, Not to over-reach or 
defraud any ? If their Duty then be to 
over-reach none, and this Principle of 
Juſtice ought ſoto poſleſs their Souls, 


as to givethem a Horror of all-Frauds, 


and to Tie uptheir Hands from all De- 
ceit; and God demands this at their 
Hands ; how wretched muſt be the 
State of their Souls, who, as if there 
were no ſuch Command,defraud all they 


|. Can, and ſpare only thoſe, wha wull 


not be deceiy'd by them ? 

If this be the Method of Traders, 
then ris true now, that ſuch Traders 
cannot pleaſe God, and that no  Chri- 
ſtian can be ſuch a Trader, becauſe 


| God's Will and Contmands are no-Barr 


upon their Conſcience, but they give 
themſelves up to their Covetous De- 
fires, contrary to all the Principles of 
Truth and Juſtice. 

Zur this is not the -only Injuſtice in 
taking 
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taking the Advantage of a Buyer's want | 


of Experience orSkill;'tis much the ſame 


ofany other Advantage,that 1staken,for ) 


raiſing the Price above what 1s juſt ; as 
in Caſe of ſome preſent Diſtreſs or Ne | 
ceſlity obſerv'd in the Buyer ; for who. 

ever, upon diſcovering ſuch Neceſſity, 
exatts more than is due, is Guilty of Op- 


preſſion and Extortion, and overthrows, | 


1n this, all the Principles of the Goſpel, | 
by being then Barbarous and Cruel, 
when Circumſtances oblige to Charny, 
Tenderneſs and Compaſſion; and there. 
fore there can be no leſs than Infinit | 
Woes pronounc'd againſt thoſe, who 
upon this Conſideration, exa&t upon 
the Poor, or ſuch, who by unhappy 
Circumſtances are brought into 
Streights, and God will be the Reyen 


py Cy ro, 


ger of ſuch Iniquity. ; 
"Tis not much Inferior to this, fa 
Perſon being earneſtly bent on a thing, 
reſolves to haveit on any Terms ; and 
this being obſerv'd, the Seller raiſes i 
to an Extravagant Price : For tho' here 
he has the Opportunity of a good Mar 
ket ; yet ſince the Phancy ofthe Buye 
adds nothing to the real Value of hi 
Goods, he has no other Motive for {et 
. ting them ſo high, but only - the fair 
Opportunity of making a Prey :' _ 
what 
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what does this betray in him, but the 
Diſpoſition of thoſe above-mention'd, 
who are ready to catch at all Advan- 
tages, and ſtand waiting for thoſe, who 
are fit to be deceiv'd * 


— — — —c—— — - =  _—_ 


6 C3. IO: 


In the Seller. 


T Here may be Injuſtice in the Seller, 
if by Lying he endeavors to per- 
ſwade his Cuſtomers, that his Goods are 


Sound and Perfe&, when they are not 


ſo; or that their Value is much above 
what they deſerve. This is more Cri- 
mina), if he adds Oaths and Impreca- 
tions to gain Credit ro his Lies; for 
then there is a double Iniquity ; 1n the 
Injuſtice of his Price, and in his Per- 
jury, by which he prevails on the Cu- 
ſtomer to give it. 

Lies have not that notorious Guilt, 
when they are only Perſwaſives to a 
Juſt Price ; nay, the Hardneſs and Un- 
belief of Cuſtomers is fuch, that they 
ſeem almoſt neceſſary for thoſe, who 


think to Sell. But however, this is 


not enough to juſtifie the PraQtice; for 
| lince 
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fince Lies are expreſly forbid by God, | 


they muſt be judg'd unlawful, by as ma. 
ny as believe in him, and make his | 
Will the Rule of their Conſcience, and | 
therefore are not to paſs for Innocent, | 
even when they are to perſwade a Cy- 
ſtomer to give a Juſt Price. 

T muſt confeſs, the Hardneſs of 


Cuſtomers 1s a great Temptation, and | 


the fear of loſing Trade puſhes it on, 
And is not this a ſtrange CharaQter ofa 
Chriſtian World, that believing Truth 
and Juſtice to be the Way to the Eter- 
nal Truth, there is ſcarce ſuch a thing 
to be found amongſt them, as a Con- 
fidence of any being True and Juſt; 
but ina)l Buſineſs there is as general a 
Diſtruſt, as if there were no Faith « 
mongſt them ? The Hardneſs of Cy 


ſtomers makes Shopkeepers Swear and 
Lie; and therefore are Cuſtomers Hard, 
becauſe they know Shopkeepers will 
Swearand Lie. Both have ſomething 
to Mend, and I think, thoſe, who keep 
Shop may ſafely begin,. without dan 
ger of being much Loſersby it. Forl 
cannot but believe, that if a Perſon | 
wereſo exaQ@ to Truth, that thoſe who| 
come to Buy,could have a Confidence1t 
him, that he -would neither demao! 


an unreaſonable Price, nor put .9 
ghung 
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| things for Good, which are not fo, 
| this would encreaſe the Number of 


Cuſtomers, and by Moderate Gain come 
to equal their Heaps, who ufe all un- 
watrantable Means for impoſing on 
thoſe, who come to Buy : And 1n caſe 
it ſhould not, yet there would be the 


Comfort of a Good Confcience, which 


with the Hopes of God's Blefling, 
would make abundant Recompence tor 
whatevet Advantage their Neighbors 
have over them,and is the Fruit of their 
Injuſtice. 

Another Injuſtice may be in the Sel- 
ler, if he makes uſe of Falſe Weights 
or Meaſures ; for this 1s nothing leſs 
than Cheating; and as God has declar'd 
this to bean Abomination to him, ſo 
thoſe, who make this their Gain, pro- 
voke God's Wrath againſt them, and 
muſt look from him the Puniſhment of 
all the Injuſtice they have done their 
Neighbor. ' 

Here muſt have place the Monopo- 
lies and CompaQts of Traders, who by 
theſe undue Ways make a Scary 
when there is none, and by either keep- 
1ng or getting all into their own Hands, 
oblige thoſe that wi!l Buy,-to come to 
whatever Extravagant Rates they are 
pleas'd to ſet upon their Goods. This 

| cannot 
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cannot be allow'd in any Trade, becauſe 
there is Oppreſſion in it ; but *tis moſt 
Criminal, when the Monopoly is in 
things neceſlary for Life, as in Corn, 
Meat, &c. for this is bringing Calamity 


on the Public, and Starving the Poor: , 


"Tis that, which provokes the Curſes 
of the People, at "tis faid in the Pros 
verbs, and if S. Chryſo/jrom's Judgment 
be taken, he is abſolutely Accurſed,who 
contrives to the making orn Dear. 


OO —— —— 


SE: 
In the Buyer, and of Stoln Good:, 


() N the Part of the Buyer there may 
be likewiſe Injuſtice : Firſt, If he 
that undertakes to Sell, knowing not 
the true Value of what he Offers to 
Sale, the Buyer takes this Advantage, 
arid gives much below the real Value. 
For tho* Tradeſmen are ſuppos'd to 
kno the Price of their Goods, and 
there is no need of Scruple in the 
Caſe ; yet while Servants undertake to 
Sell, they may be eaſily over-ſecen ; as 
likewiſe many others may be, in the 


cale of Offering to Sell what they do 
not 


Orr nn AS 
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not well underſtand. And yet no Ad- 
vantage ought to be made of ſuch Tg- 
norance or Over-ſight ; becauſe every 
one ought to do, as they would be 
done by ; and no Body would think it 
Fair-dealing , to be thus Treated by 
another, but would eſteem it Deceit or 


. Over-reaching. 


Secondly, If a Perſon obligesa Shop- 
keeper to Sell for loſs ; as in caſe he be 
in Debr, an 1:...ng not ready Money, 
his Creditor +! not take Goods in 
Payment,except it be at an unreaſonable 
Under-rate : The Creditor being fatisfi- 
ed at the ſame time, that he ſhould be 
no loſer, if he took them at the Com- 
mon Price. Lixewiſe if a Perſon 
knowing a Shopkeeper to be in Diſtreſs 
for ready Money, preſſes him to Sell 
with loſs. 

Thirdly, If a Perſon pretends, he 
has no want of ſuch Goods, knowing, 
that no Body elſe will Buy them, thar 
ſo he may perſwade the Seller to- part 
with them with loſs. Infinit other 


ways there are betwixr Buyer and Sel- 


ler, in which, by Diſlembling, Lying, 
and other Artifices,they impoſe on each 
other. But whatever they be, tho' 
Authoriz'd by Cuſtom,and Univerſal in 
Praftice, they muſt all be MY 
an 
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and: Condemn'd by the Apoſtle's Rule; 
as far as they have any thing of Fraud 
or Over-reaching in them. 


And that Cuſtom muſt be here inclu- | 


ded, which is-of Buying Stolen Goods 
For this 1s an Injuſtice equal to Theft,if 
it be done with a Compatt of taking off 
the Hands of Thieves, whatever they 
meet with belonging to their Trade, 
And it cannot be excus'd, 1t they only 
Buy, what isby accident Offer'd to-be 
Sold at their Shop. The Reaſon is, 
Firſt, Becauſe ſuch Goods are not theirs, 
who Offet them to Sale, and it is not 
Juſt ro Buy of thoſe, who cannot Sell; 
Secondly. Becauſe by taking ſuch Goods 
offtheir Hands,they encourage Thieves; 
by making their Theft an Advanitaye 
to them, and thus do Injury not only 
to Private Perſons, but alſo to the 
Gove:ntnent, in' helping to ſupport 
Robbers, by making their Wickedneſs 
Serviceable to them. Thirdiy, For 


their own ſakes ; becauſe, when- they | 


have paid for ſuch Goods, they cats 
not be eſteem'd their own, bur. theits 
from whom they were Stoln ; and 
whatever Advantage they make in Sel- 
ling ſuch Goods agaitz, it is not theus, 
buy of Right belongs to the Ownets 
from whom they were-taken, 

| Q. Brut 
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. But if Shopkeepers Buy ſuch Goods 
7 a good Ar: wn des Suſpicion of 
their being Stoln ? 

A. There is ſomething ſo particular 
in Thieves Offering Stoln Goods to 
Sale, both in the way of Offering them, 
and in the Under-rate, which they ask, 
that it is eaſily diſcern'd by ſuch as are 
usd to Trade: But if we muſt ſuppoſe 
your Caſe, I anſwer, that if Stoln 
Goods are bought without Suſpicion 
of their being Stoln, there can be no 
Sin in ſuch a purchaſe, becauſe it was 
made with a Good -Conſcience, and 
without any appearance of Evil. Howe 
ever if afterwards there be Evidence 
of the Goods having been Stoln, the 
Purchaſer, tho' he has paid for them, 
can make no Advantage of them, nox 
Sell them, bur they are to be return'd 
to the Qwner, who has the only Right 
to them. 

Q. Is not+ this hard, when he has paid 
for them, and bought them with a Good Cone 
cience ? ; 

A. It 1s his Misfortune to be thus 
tmposd on, He has been Cheared, and 
muſt be a loſer by it,as he muſt be in all 
other Bargains, where the Goods do not 
anſwer his ExpeQtation, but, upon Ex- 
amination, prove CO Impeste& 

, Or 
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or Counterfeit ; for as here, he myf 
bear the loſs, except he can recover 
ſomething of him that made the Sale; 
ſo in the Caſe propos'd, the Purchaſe! 
of Stoln Goods muſt ſtand to the lok! 
except he can find a way to make R: 
covery of him, that Sold them ; fe 
the Firſt Owner has all the Right © 
them ; his Title being ſtill as Goody 
ever, notwithſtanding the Theft an 
the Sale, that has been made of them, 
Thus the Law decrees, and "tis found 
ed on the trueſt Principles of Juſtice: 
Becauſe no Man loſes his Right by th 
AR of another, who has no Right fa 
what he does. It would be the ſame 
an Eſtate, which the Owner wouyll 
not loſe, tho* another ſhould har 
paid the full Price of it, to one, wh: 
had no Rightto Sell it. 

Q. But what if the Purchaſer has $i 
the Goods again, before he has any Knn| 
leage of their having been Stoln ? 

A. The Caſe is hard, but I mil 
judge as the Law does, which m 
king no DiſtinQion betwixtthe. Good 
and the Price of the Goods, obliges 1 
both Caſes to Reſtitution. Thus, | 
think, Conſcience obliges, ſince {uc 


a Perſon isin Poſlefſion of what is nd ''t 
in 


his own upon a juſt Title ; _ 
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know of no Relief, but from the Per- 
ſon, ro whom the Reſtirution is to 
be made, who being affur'd of his Buy- 
ing and Selling ſuch Goods with a good 


Conſcience, without any Suſpicion of 


their being Stoln, ought in Fquiry to 
conſider him, and not let him bear rhe 
whole Loſs. This, I know, the Law 
will not Encourage, becauſe it takes 
no Cognizance of Conſcience, but only 
of the Overt AQ: But where Con- 
ſcience is wholly confider'd, the Re- 
ſolution muſt be different, and I ſee 
none more Equitable, than what I have 
here declar'd ; for ſo, I think, Sincere 
and Juſt Perſons would do on both 
ſides And hence, if there ſhou'd be 
any, who, upon the Motive of Conſct- 
ence, after having thus Bought and Sold 
Stolin Goods, ſhould make their Ad- 
dreſs to the Party from whom they 
wereStoln, I think it would be Cruelty 
to take the Advantage, which the 
Law givesin ſuch Caſe, and Refuſe the 
Compoſition here preſcrib'd ; becauſe 
Equity will not allow ſuch Rigor, but 
requires Tenderneſs towards Perſons of 
Tender Conſciences. 

Theſe Dire&ions may ſerve for Tra- 


Lud} - ders ; but having preſcrib'd Juſtice to 


£n0 


fo be obſerv'd in the Manner of Deal- 


ing, I cannoc Conclude without this 
GC 2 Funds 
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Fundamental Caution, that they con- 
ſider the Lawfulneſs of the Trade they 


profeſs. The far greater part are ſo; 
but ſome are to be queſtion'd, eſpecial- 


Iy in the way, they are generally pra- 
Qtis'd ; ſuch, I mean, which have Op- 
preſſion of the Poor, and Extortion in 
them. Amongſt theſe I reckon Pawn- 
brokers, and ſome Private Perſons, who 
Jend Money to ſuch as are in Diſtreſs. 
There are many Reaſons abſolutely to 
except againſt them ; bur certainly, az 
the Common PraQtice 1s, of Doubling 
the Principal,or gaining Fifty or Eighty 
per Cent. they are ſo far from helping 
the Poor, as they- pretend, that they 
Eat out their very Bowels, and Deyour 
them ; and therefore, in this way, muſt 
be Condemn'd of Oppreſſion. And if 
they are any way to be juſtified, it 
muſt be, by bringing them to ſome Re 
gulation, by having the whole Matter 
laid before thoſe in Authority, and 4 
Moderate Gain ſettled, upon a due 
Computation of their Expences , Hz 
zards and Loſſes. If this were done, 
they might be Serviceable to the Public, 
and live by the Service they do to thoſe, 
who want their Aſſiſtance 3 but with 
out this, I do not ſee, how any, who 
ouas to Conſcience, can live in 
rofeſſion and Praftice of ſo Evident 
an Extortion. SECT 
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S 501. 


InTWorkmen and Laborers. 


[4 Aving gone thus far with Traders, 
as toBuying and Selling, I muſt 
now ſpeak to others, whoſe Profefſion 
is to ſerve their Neighbor, and take 
Money as the Reward of their Labor, 
whether of Mind or Body. And theſe 
are to keep to the ſame Standard-Rule 
with the former, of notover-reaching, 
defrauding, wronging, or doing any 
kind of Injuſtice to their Neighbor. 
There is Injuſtice in theſe, if they 
exat more for their Labor, than what 
is due according to the Common Rate, 
which Cuſtom and Praftice have fer 
upon it. Bur I ſpeak not here of thoſe, 
whoſe particular Art, as in Painting, 
Carving, &c. cannot be thus rated, 
but muſt be differently Valued, accor- 
ding to the Rarity of the Work. 
Secondly, If they do not take due 


Pains, that the Work they have under- 


taken, be done according to Agree- 
ment: For if they either put not in 
good Materials or Ingredients, or 
ſlightly make up a Work, ſo as nor to 
GC 3 anſwer 
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anſwer the Contra&, it is evident, they 
over-reach their Neighbor, and take 
Money for what they have not done ; 
ſince the Price of Slight Work is very 
different from thar, which is more 
SubRanrtia!. In this are concern'd all 
torts of Working Trades ; and as it is 


a Principal Part of Honeſty belonging' 


fo their Profeflion, to Finiſh their 
Work according to Agreement, both 
as to the Goodneſs of Materials, and 
due Care in making itup + fo it is an 
evident Injuſtice to do otherwiſe, and 
no Generality of PraQtice will excuſe 
the guilt any more, than the Number 
of Offenders does in other Sins. 
Thirdly, If by negle&ting to Finiſh 
their Work. according to Agreement, 


or in due time, they conſiderably injure -| - 


thoſe, who employ them. This may 
be in many Cafes, and is moſt evident 
in what belongs to Plowing, Planting 
and Gardening, where Negle& proves 
the loſs of the Seaſon: 

Fourthly, It the Materials or Ingre- 
dients are conſiderably prejudiced, and 
the Work damag'd by their neglect 
ing to make it up in due time. This 
happens in many Compounds, and Ex- 
tratts, ec. where the Goodneſs. and 
Virtue depends often upon a Nicety. 
Fitrthly, 
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Fifthly, If they demand more Ma- 
terials, than is neceſſary for the Work, 
and keep what remains for themſelves. 


| This is a Method of many Working 


Trades, but particularly of thoſe, who 
make up Cloaths ; but how to excuſe 
it from Fraud, I cannot. tell; ſince 
being paid for their Work, they have 
no Right to the leaſt part of the Mate- 
rials, that remain, and therefore can- 
not keep them, without his Knowledge 
and Permiſſion to whom they belong, 
but by being Unjuſt to him. If any 
thing be due for Time ſpent in Buying 


| for thoſe, who ſet them to Work, this 


ought to be ſet down and confider'd by 
ſuch asemploy them ; for Time is valu- 
able roſuch as Work for Bread ; but 
however, they ought not to be their 


own Pay maſters, but deal fairly, and 
| Terthoſe, who are to pay them, know 


what they pay for. 

Laſtly, If they do not Work the 
the whole time, according to Contra&Qt. 
In this are principally concern'd Jour- 
ney-men and Day-laborers, who make 
no Conſcience of NegleCting their 
Buſineſs, and Idling away Hours, when 
they have no Overleer to oblige them 
to more exaCtneſs. This is a Point too 
eaſily paſs'd over without examining 


C 4 ' by 
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o .* o [ 
by thoſe,who are concern'd in it,and *tis 


nothing but not thinking can give them 
any Peace of Conſcience ; for certainly 
there is as much Injuſtice in this, as in 
Stealing, and for this they will be call'd 
to an Account. 
The Reaſon of all theſe Points is, 
becauſe whoever Labors by CompaR, 
Is Bound in Juſtice to comply with all 
the Conditions of the CompaQt, both as 
to Time and Manner of the Work; 
and purpoſely, or by negle& tobe want- 
ang in any, cannot be done, but with 
Injuftice, if it turns to the prejudice or 
loſs of him, with whom the Contrat 
was made, 


SE CT. vl 
In Lawyers, Phyſician * Tup- 


geons. 


Þ HE fame Judgment is to be mace 
of thoſe, who are of a more Libe- 
ra] Profeflion, but undertake Buſineſs by 
a ſort of Virtual Contratt. and exp & 
the Reward of their Induſiry or Li- 
bor; ſuch are All that belong to the 
Law, Phyſic, or Surgery. 


Furſt 
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Firſt then, 'tis an Injuſtice in any of 
theſe mention'd, if they bring in Bills 
of Charges, and either ſet down what is 
unreaſonable for what they have done, 
oradd what they have never done. 

Secondly, If they undertake the 
Defence ofa Cauſe, that is evidently 
Unjuſt ; or, for their own Gain, En- 
courage Perſons to commence Litigi- 
ous Suits, to the Prejudice of both 
Parties, or Ruin of either. 

Thirdly, If they take no Pains to 
underſtand the Cauſe, in which they 


' areto Plead. If they make Delays in 


bringing on a Cauſe to a Hearing. If 
they have been wanting either 1n duly 
Soliciting, or Drawing up Breves; if 
they have purpoſely pur off a Cauſe. In- 
finit ways there are, by which Men of 
this Profeſſion, put their Clients to un- 
necefſary and repeated Charges, and at 
other times make them great Sufferers 
thro' their Negle&.Cuſtom,and the Ex- 
ample of others, may leſſen the Horror 
of rhis Sin ; but certainly t 1s ſo great, 
that it cannot eaſily be equalPd, ſince 
in railing themſelves upon their Neigh- 
bors Misfortunes, and encreafing their 
Unhappineſs, that they may be Gain- 
ers by it, has ſo much of Hard-hearted- 
neſs in it, ſo much Cruelty, and is fo 

Cs contrary 
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contrary to the Spirit of Charity, that, 
I think, it cannor be praQtis'd, bur by 
renouncing the Goſpel, and all Right 
ro Life Eternal. 

The Caſe is much the ſame, when 
Phyſicians, Surgeons, &c. NegleQ 
their Patients, or Prolong their Cure 
for their own greater Advantage ; for 
rhis cannot be excus'd from Oppreſſion 
and Cruelty ; which is likewiſe their 
C:ime, when for making their own In- 
rereſt another way, they preſcribe more 
Medicines, or more Chargeable, than 
the Caſe requires. 


.Fourth!ly, In all Profeſſors of the 


Law, it is aQting both againſt Law and 
Goſpel, to take Fees of the Adverſe 
Party to betray their Clients. The 
tike Injuſtice may be in thoſe, who ſit 
on the Bench, if they take Bribes, if 
they are prevail'd on by Paſſion in fa- 
voring or oppofing either Party, or if 
they take not due Care in diſcerning the 
Juſtice of the Cauſe before them. 
Fifthly, There may be the ſame In- 
juſtice in the Jury, upon the ſame 
tleads ; forit they give not due Atten- 
tion to the Cauſe, 1t they accept Pre- 
ſents or Money, if they are over-ru\'d 
by Paſſion or Party in the Verdi&t they 
'driog in, they betray the Truſt repos'd 
1n 
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in them, and muſt anſwer to God for 
whatever wrong they do their Neigh- 
bor, whether in Life, Eſtate or Repu- 
tation. The ſame guilt falls on all 
thoſe, who are concern'din Empan- 
nelling the Jury ; for if they do not 
nominate Perſons of known Integrity, 
and ſuch as they think moſt Indifferent 
to Both Parties; if they are Induſtrious 
in putting thoſe on, whom they know 
indiſpos'd by Paſſion or Intereſt for do» 
ing Juſtice, or if they take Bribes for 
doing ſo, they are Falſe to their Truſt, 


| and have all the Injuſtice to anſwer, 


which is the Conſequence of whatever 
unjuſt Verdi& is brought in. 
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In payzng Wages or Hire. 


hoe the Heads a'ready mention'd, 
there may be Injuſtice, as to the 
Wages ro be paid to ſuch as are Hir'd 


to Work. Firſt, Inabſolutely refuſing 


to pay what is thus due. Secondly, 
In unreaſonably changing the Wages 
agreed upon, as Jacob complain'd of 
Laban. Thirdly, In unreaſonable de- 
lays of paying what is due, by _ 
uc 
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ſuchas Work Hard, come to want the 
Bread they have Work'd for, are forced 
torun in Debt, and take up what is ne- 
ceſſary for Life at the Higheſt Rates, 
and bring their Family into many In- 
COnveniencies. 

Fourthly, By oppreſſing Poor Work- 
men, obliging them to Work at an un- 
der-rate, or otherwiſe not to employ 
them ; this is a Force upon Perſons, 
whoſe Bread is to come by their Work, 
and therefore muſt te contented to take 
a little rather than Starve by ſtanding 
Idle. Bur in this may be great Inju- 
tice, whiiſt their Works being Valued 
ata High Rate by ſuch as employ them, 
theſe grow Rich by the Sweat .of the 
Poor, without allowing them any 
Tolerable proportion of what 1s gain'd 
by their Labors. 

Here muſt have place a like Oppreſſi- 
on in Spiritual Afﬀairs ; as in a Caſe 
much praQtisd, of thoſe, who having 
Rich Benefices, put in Vicars to bear 
the whole Weight of the Duty, and 
{carce allow them what is ſufficient for 
2adecent Subſiſtance : For ſince what» 
ever Donations have been made. or 
whatever Tenths are paid, are in Con- 
fideration of the Service, that is to be 
done the Flock, and for their Mainte- 
Nance 
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nance and Encouragement, who ſerve 
it, the whole ſeems in Juſtice their 
Right, who Labor in performing all 
the FunQions due to the Flock. Thus 
it was certainly intended by the Do- 
nors, and in the Firſt Inftitution of 
Tithes, and it was never deſir'd, theſe 
Pious Proviſions ſhould be made the 
ſupport of Idle Churck-men, or to raiſe 
their State, whi!ſt others for a Poor 
allowance do their Work. This then 
muſt be ſet down as an Abuſe, in per- 
verting the Charities of Pious Chri- 
ſtians. Burifit be confider'd farther, 
that ſuch Plentiful Benefices were at 
Firſt deſign'd, that the Flock might be 
provided with Able Men, and thar rheſe 


| . might not only live decently themſelves, 


b_—— ———— 


but likewiſe have wherewith to give 
reliefto thoſe of the Pariſh whom they 
ſhould find to be diſtreſs : This Con- 
ſideration ſhews a double Injuſtice in 
the preſent Method ; Firſt, In their 
Committing the Flock to the Care of 
ſuch, whoſe want of Experience, &c. 
makes them unfit for theCharge,and thus 
robbing them of that help, which they 
want, and is their due. Secondly, In 
etther unprofitably Hoarding,or unpro- 
htably Spending, what ought to be the 
Relief of thoſe Poor, whoſe Paſtors 
they are. SECT. 
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In Governors, Overſeers of Col- 
ledges, Hoſpitals, &e. in Tru- 
ſtees, Overſeers of the Poor, 
Maſiers of Schools, Debtors, 
Maſiers of Families, Gentle- 
men of Eſtates. 


H ERE again may come in till 6+ 
ther Injuſtices roo much pra» 
QAis'd; as, Firſt, In Maſters, Governors, 
Overſeers of Colledges, Hoſpitals , 
Alms houſes. For all theſe being plenti- 
fully tounded,and the expreſs Intention 
of the Founders and other BenefaQors, 
being to provide for ſuch, whoſe Cir- 
cumſtances anſwer the Conditions by 
them declar'd ; all Governors, Over- 
ſeers, &'c. are bound in ſuſtice, by 
their Place, to preſent or admit no 0- 
thers, bur ſuch as come neareſt to the 
Conditions preſcrib'd ; 'and thus only 
can they ſatisfie their Truit, and anſwer 
the End of the Founders. As often then, 
as they are over-rul'd either by Private 
Intereſt, AﬀeQion, or other Confidera- 
tions, in preferring Relations, Friends, 
OAT 
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(3c. to others, whoſe Circumſtances 
come nearer the deſign of the Founder, 
they abuſe his Charity, and a& againſt 
Juice, and are Falſe to the Truſt they 
have undertaken. * 
Secondly, In all forts of Truſtees 
Guardians, 5c. For if theſe are wanting 
to their Truſt, and let thoſe, for 
whom they have undertaken it, be 
Sufferers thro their Negle&, in not ex- 
amining, how things are manag'd, or 
not calling Stewards, &c. to an Ac- 
count: Or if they make their own Ad- 
vantage of the Truf, above what is 
due, by turning to their own uſe what 
belongs not to them, or by making 
very unreaſonable Accounts, this is 
ating againſt Juſtice, and no Man of 
Integrity or Honeſty can do it. 
Thirdly, In Overſeers of the Poor, 
Colleors and Church-wardens : For 
if theſe make undue Diſtributions, ad- 
mitting ſuch for Favor, into their 
number, who are not in want, or ex- 
guding others thro' Paſſion, who are 
in want : Or if they give in Fa'ſe Ac- 
counts, or turn to their own uſe what is 
given tothe Poor, or Spend any part of 
it in Drink, Dinners,or tntertainments ; 
they ſo far Rob the Poor, and can have 
no more Hopes of Mercy, without a 
Sincere 
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Sincere Repentance, and making Reſhi- 
tution, than they who commit Rob- 
bery and Murther on the High-way ; 
nay, they are in fo much worſe Condi- 
tion, as God has undertaken the Cauſe 
of the Poor, and declar'd, that he will 
be the Revenger of thoſe, that do them 
wrong. 

Fourthlv, In Maſters of S:hools, or 
others, who have the Care of Youth : 
For if theſe have either a ſettled A!low- 
ance,or are paid by the Parents of thoſe, 


who are under their Charge, they are - 


oblig'd in Juſtice, to take due Pains in 
reaching ſuch Youth, and to be watch- 
ful in every particular, as far as they 
' have undertaken, in order to their Edu- 
cation. And ifthey are either Slorh- 
- ful or Careleſs in teaching them, or 
for want of due InſpeQtion, give them 
Opportunities of doing themſelves In- 
jury, by Idlenefſs, or Ill converſation, 


they betray their Truſt, and will have . 


all thoſe Miſchiefs to anſwer for, 
which are the Conſequence of their 
Neglet. And may not the Ruin of 
many Families,and Loſs of many Souls, 
be a part of this ? 

Fifthly, In thoſe, who having the 
Money of others in their Hands, Neg- 
le& to give them ſufficient — : 

or 
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| For tho' thoſe to whom it belongs, 
ought to preſs it. yet there are Cir- 
» cumſtances, where Baſhfulneſs, De- 
pendance, Friendſhip, will not allow 
_ ſome. Tempers to be importune'n the 
Caſe ; and here for the Debtor to omit 
or delay the ſecuring ſuch Money, cans 
' :,0t be clear'd from Injuſtice, ſince 
' *cis hazarding another's Right, and may 
, eaſily prove his Ruin. Theſe Delays 
'* have ofren been follow'd with ſuch 
t feds, that neither Juſtice nor Pru-» 
©, dencecan expoſe another'sRight to ſuch 
; Uncertainties, as are thoſe of Life. 
Sixthly,In thoſe,who negle& ro make 


y their laſt Will in time of Health, who- 


F have Matters of Juſtice, Proviſion for 
Younger Children, the Peace of Fami- 
1 ly, &«. depending on their Settlements, 
| The Injuſtice of Delays in this Point is 
; very evident, where Juſtice preſſes ſo 
* ſtrongly for it. 
| Seventhly, In a!l thoſe, who un- 
| - neceſſarily Contra& Debts, which may 
\ benever in their Power to pay ; and 
' In all thoſe, who, being able, Neg- 
i Te& ro ſatisfhe Juſt Debrs. The Rea- 
\ fon of the former parr is, becauſedoing 
' Juſtice ought not to be put to hazards 
without Neceſſity. And the Reaſon 
| of tae Jatter is, becauſe paying Debrs 
| is 


| 
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PD, 1s a Point of Juſtice, and therefore 


ought to be ſatisfied This is moſt 
h omg in Regard of thoſe, who want 
their Money ; and the greater the Ir- 
conveniencies are, which they Suffer 
for want of it. the greater is the Crime, 
"Tis no leſs thar. Cruelty and Opprefſi- 
on, when the denial of Juſt D 


ceſſaries for Managing their Trade, 
Educating their Children, and brings 
ruin upon them.” Tis generally injurious 
to all, becauſe there are few, but what 
are Sufferers for want of their Money; 
and ſometimes thoſe are the greateſt, 
who ſeem leaft Importune in Demand- 
ing their own. Ac leaſt their Incon- 
- veniencies are not to be diſputed, who 
ſolicite for their due 3 and therefore, 
tho' it be no ſurprize, that Men of no 
Principles Contra Debts on all ſides, 
and are not concern'd in paying yet 
it is a matter of juſt wonder, that thoſe, 


who ſeem ſerious in the Buſineſs of 


Salvation, and make a Scruple of being 
Unjuſt, ſhould be ſo little Solicitous 
in Paying what they Owe, but let their 
Debts run on, with no more RefleQion, 
than as if no Body were injur'd by 
their Debts unpaid, or that it was not 
their Duty to pay vhem. They ſeem 
co 


ebts ' 
ſtreightens Families, ſo as to want Ne- ' 
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'.to think little of it, and ſo are at Reſt 
' within themſelves; but to me their 


Caſe looks ſo very ill, by Reaſon of the 
many Injuries, they may do by their 
Negle&; that in my Opinion, 'tis 
much ſafer for them to conſider it in 


' time, than to run the hazard of the In- 


juſtice, which may be charg'd upon 
them. 
Laſtly, In many Maſters of Families, 


; and Gentlemen of Eſtates. For when 


I conſider theſe, upon the Title of Ju- 
ſtice, bound to provide for their Chil- 
dren and Family, I cannot but con- 


; clude, that the NegleC of this is doing 


contrary to Juſtice, contrary to thar 
Duty, which God has laid upon them, 
and they by a virtual ContraQ, have 
undertaken. And what then muſt I 
ſay of Tradeſmen or others, who live 


\ by their Induſtry, when thro' Sloth or 


[|| Company,they negle@ their Buirneſs, 
and expoſe their Children, &c. to all 
the Miſchiefs of Want ? What of 
Gentlemen, who either chro' want of 
Care, or the Immoderate Expences of 
an Idle, Extravagant oz: Vicious Life, 
waſte their ».ſtates, and many ways In- 


jure, if not wholly Ruin their Family ? 


Can theſe think themſelves Juſt, I do 


, Not ſay to God, but to Men, while 


they 
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they Prodigally throw away their E- 
ſtates, of which, according to the Chri- 
ſtian Scheme, they are no more than 
Principal Stewards, and ought to ma- 
nage for the good of their Poſterity, to 
whom whilſt they give a Being, they 
ought likewiſe to provide aWell-being? 
Can they think themſelves Juſt, while 
to gratifie their Humors, their Vices 
and Idle Company, they are more Cru- 
el to the Children of their own Bowels, 
than the worſt of Enemies ? I cannot 
tell what their Thoughts may be, tho' 
I fear they do not think ; but to make 
a ludgment from the Infinite Miſchiefs 
T have ſeen brought upon Generations 
by this unchriſtian Method, I think 
the Violence of Thieves and Murtherers 
may more likeiy find Mercy, than the 
Treachery of theſe Modiſh Parricides. 
And therefore, whatever their Profefſi- 
on be, to eſteem them for Chriſtians, 1s 
what I cannot do, without Violence 
to all the Principles I have learat from 
Chriſt ard his Goſpel. 

Infinite other Injuſtices there are, but 
from the Conſideration of theſe Parti- 
culars, I think they may be eafily dif- 
cover'd by thoſe, who are not rejolv'd 
——_ all the Principles of Nature, 

eaſon and Faith, which God has ne 
nem ; 
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them ; and therefore I conclude with 
this Requeſt to all thoſe, who are any 
waysengag'd in Money-concerns, that 
they would be watchful againſt all the 
Temptations of unjuſt Gain, and not 


| loſe their Souls for any Advantage that 


can be expe&ed from over-reaching or 
defrauding their Neighbor ; but to be 
contented with the Fruit of Fair and 


Juſt dealing, hoping for the Bleſſing of 


God on it, and eſteeming a Little with 
the Comfort of a Good Conſcience, bet- 


+ ter than the Abundance of Fraud and 


Injuſtice ; for thus only can they AR 
as Chriſtians. 
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